Wonderland PhD FAQs
What is a collaborative doctoral award? 
Collaborative Doctoral Awards (CDAs) provide studentship funding for doctoral projects that are developed in partnership with an organisation outside of higher education. CDAs are designed to foster links that may have long-term benefits for both partners, as well as social, cultural and economic benefits to wider communities. For doctoral students, CDAs offer an opportunity to gain professional experience outside the university environment and to develop and enhance their skill set. 
Who can apply? 
Midlands4Cities has detailed guidance on who is eligible to apply for M4C funding. You can check your eligibility for funding via the M4C website. The four forms of eligible preparation recognised by M4C are: 
1. You might hold a Masters qualification at the time of applying
2. You might be working towards a Masters qualification that will have been completed by the time your PhD begins
3. You might have professional and/or creative experience that relates to your proposed research
4. You might have already commenced doctoral study. Students are eligible to apply for AHRC funding, provided that, at the start of the AHRC award, they will have at least 50% of their period of study remaining. 
In the case of this project, an interest in cinema audiences and the history of film exhibition will be particularly important. A PhD thesis is normally 80,000 words and outlines the results of the research by the end of the four-year project. 
What sort of things will the research cover? 
This project will explore Birmingham’s suburban cinema stories through an engagement with people, places, and artefacts. Further extending Flatpack’s Wonderland project, it will collate public memories of cinema, and explore alternative narratives of place and locality to inform new understandings of suburban cinema-going’s past, present and possible futures. 
Flatpack’s Wonderland activity during this time will include community film events, exhibitions and the collecting and cataloguing of archival materials – at times in partnership with Birmingham Museums Trust. The student will support with aspects of this work which are relevant to their research. You can find additional information on the project brief here. 
Where and when will the PhD take place? 
The studentship begins on 1 October 2024 and runs for four years. The candidate will spend a day per week at the Flatpack office in Digbeth (averaged across the year). Throughout the project the student will have access to desk space at Birmingham City University as well as library and specialist facilities.
What support will I receive? 
The PhD candidate will be jointly supervised by Dr Dave Harte, Professor Rajinder Dudrah and Flatpack Director Ian Francis. There is budget available through M4C towards training and skills development placements. 
Can I work while undertaking the PhD? 
Employment for full-time students should not exceed more than 6 hours in any week. 
How do I apply? 
The application process is managed by Midlands4Cities, and detailed information on how to apply can be found on the Midlands4Cities website. 
The first step is submitting an expression of interest form by 17 November 2023 and sending it to M4C@bcu.ac.uk. 
You can download the form on the BCU website here. 
(If you miss this deadline and would still like to be considered, please contact M4C@bcu.ac.uk.)
After the expression of interest, you will need to complete a full application before 10 January 2024. 
There are guidance notes on the M4C website (in addition to guidance notes this section includes scoring criteria and applicant FAQS) along with a link to the applicant portal where you submit your application. 
You can also find out more about writing a PhD project proposal and the M4C application process via an online workshop hosted by Coventry University and the University of Warwick on Saturday 18 November, 13:00-16:00. Register here. 
Who do I contact for more information? 
If you have any questions about the PhD itself or would like to discuss any access requirements contact Lead Supervisor Dr Dave Harte at dave.harte@bcu.ac.uk. 
If you have any questions about the application process contact Midlands4Cities at enquiries@midlands4cities.ac.uk. 
If you have any questions about Wonderland more broadly contact Flatpack Director Ian Francis at ian@flatpackfestival.org.uk. 
