About Severance Music Center

Severance Music Center, home of The Cleveland Orchestra since 1931, is one of
Cleveland’s most treasured landmarks and among the world's most admired concert halls.
Located in University Circle, Severance was designed by the Cleveland firm Walker &
Weeks and funded largely through a $1 million gift from John and Elisabeth Severance. The
hall’s creation was the result of years of advocacy by Orchestra founder Adella Prentiss
Hughes and the Musical Arts Association.

Today, Severance houses the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Concert Hall, named in
2021 following a $50 million grant from the Mandel Foundation, as well as Reinberger
Chamber Hall, an intimate space ideal for smaller ensembles, recitals, and lectures. The
building is used year-round for concerts, rehearsals, and education programs, and is also
available to community organizations for performances and private gatherings. A $36
million renovation completed in 2000 restored the hall’s original Art Deco details, improved
patron amenities, modernized backstage areas, and preserved its legendary acoustics.

Recognized by the Cleveland Landmarks Commission and the National Register of Historic
Places, Severance Music Center is a symbol of Cleveland’s philanthropic spirit and
commitment to the arts.



